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LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN

League of Women Voters of Maine

February 7, 1961

Number 2

CALL TQ_.ACTIqn

Appropriation hearings for the Probation and Parole Dept, and the
present Boys Training Center in South. P.ortland is set for February 22nd
at 1:JO p.m. in the State Office Building. It is important that as many
League members as possible be present at this hearing. Since this is the
second change in date, please check your newspaper for final date and
time.
On Monday, January 30th representatives from various organizations
throughout the state, who have expressed interest in the Boys Training
Center, and the State League of Women Voters, met with Governor Reed to
discuss the problems facing the school. At this meeting the Governor
stated that he would recommend to the Appropriations Committee that his
budget be amended to provide residential care and program to meet the
needs resulting from the temporary unit recommended in his Construction
Budgeto
You have already received a letter announcing that the State League has
scheduled a meeting of representatives from 13 different organizations
on February 11th in Augusta for the purpose of organizing a Citizens
Committee to present a united effort to reinforce Governor Reed’s
commitment, above, and secondly to enable the Superintendent of the Boys
Training Center to carry out an effective aftercare program for boys re
leased from the institution.

Enclosed is Legislative Document No. 763 - An Act Appropriating Funds
for Relocation and Construction of a (new) Boys Training Center. A re
port will be forthcoming from the Site Committee and you will be advised
of its contents as soon as it is printed.

The following is a review of the action taken in the 99th Legislature
which has led to the introduction of the above bill in this 100th
Legislature.
Senate Paper 1^7 - After being asked by the League to assist us, Senator
Hazel C. Lord of Portland filed a resolve on February 3rd 1959 asking
for the Bureau of Public Improvements to study the present site of the
S.S.B. to determine the desirability of new construction considering
the proximity of the Airport and to make a report to the 99th Legislature
in six weeks as to whether or not it would be more economical and
practical to construct a new school on a new site.
In March 1959 the State Board also urged consideration by the Leagues of
L.D. No. 539 - An Act to Authorize General Fund Bond Issue in Amount of
Tjn Million Dollars to Provide Major Repairs, Construction and Equip
ment. A statement was filed with the Appropriations Committee on the day
this bill was scheduled for hearing asking a postponement of any decision
until the report from the BPI on the question of a new site location for
the S.S.B. had been made.

(2)
L. D. Non 1277 - This document is the report of the Bureau of Public
Improvements on the desirability of rebuilding on the present site of
the State School for Boys or relocating the school. BPI concluded that
the State School for Boys and the Portland Municipal Airport located
adjacent to each other are not compatible, and that relocating the
School would be not only more economical and practical than moving the
Airport but also advantageous to both facilities.
In addition BPI suggested that the 99th Legislature consider the employ
ment of a properly qualified agency to study thoroughly the needs of a
new School for Boys and report to the 100th Legislature. Included In the
findings of such a study would be the type of rehabilitation program to
be adopted, the size of such a school, choice of a suitable site, and
suitable plans, sketches and estimates of construction costs to provide
facilities to carry out the recommended program. BPI further suggested
that sufficient funds be provided for a comprehensive study of the needs
and the obtaining of adequate sketches and cost estimates.

,

By defining and implementing these suggestions of BPI, sufficient progres
could be made In the next two years so that upon the appropriation of th'
necessary funds for construction by the 100th Legislature, work on the
buildings on a new site could be started within a matter of months.

The League supported this report of BPI with the additional defining and
implementing as suggested by the Department of Institutional Services
and at the hearing before the Committee on Public Health on April 9,1959
a League statement to this effect was read by Mrs. Julian Orr.
L.D.1358 - An Act to Create a Committee to Study the Relocation of the
State School for Boys. This Committee will consist of one Senator, one
Representative, one member from the Department of Institutional Service,
one member from the Department of Finance and Administration and one
member from the Bureau of Public Improvements. There was an Ammendment
to this bill stating that the Committee must also Investigate the site
at Ft. McKinley among the other things it must do, and that Niron Bates
of the BPI will be on this Committee. The 99th Legislature passed this
£ bill with this ammendment.

;|We wish to* thank those who responded to our first call to action. There
^W^re approximately 30 League members present at the appropriation Hearing
for.the Water Improvement Commission. Mrs. Dana Childs of Portland,
State Water Chairman, read and submitted a statement stating our support
of the WICTs budget as submitted by Mr. MacDonald.
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

An Ammendment of the Federal Constitution to allow residents of the
District of Columbia to vote for President and Vice-President will
come before the Maine House, January 31st, for ratification. The
Senate adopted the resolution last week. The Ammendment has already
been ratified by 5 states.

